August in the Garden 2016
The weather in August often continues in the same vein as July so we are probably in for unsettled weather. If we do get dry days they can be very warm and end in thunderstorms, the South-east though often escapes these wet spells. Nights are lengthening and so temperatures can fall quite low and dewfall can be frequent and heavy. We are lucky as in Scotland August is often viewed as an autumn month.

Continue dead heading roses to keep plants looking at there best, a few may still throw more flowers but do not feed as late young growth will often be too soft and not mature before the winter. If you don’t want to spray pull off an diseased leaves and put in th recycling bin.

Trim back herbaceous perennials as they finish flowering, be as quick as possible to cut back plants such as Anthemis, Gaillardia and Verbascum, they can flower themselves to death as they make little or no basal growth if not cut back early enough.

Prune back Escallonia and other evergreen hedges, they may put on a little more growth but will generally look a lot tidier for the winter.

Keep cutting sweet peas; if they are allowed to fade or form seed the flowering period will be shorten considerably.

Pinching out the tips of tomatoes will encourage the top truss to ripen, stop feeding by the end of the month and reduce watering to prevent the fruits splitting.

August is an important time for the taking of cuttings of many trees and shrubs; the list is endless and includes many deciduous and evergreen shrubs such as Caryopteris, Fuchsia, Choisya, Ceanothus, and Hebes. Cuttings should be about 3 to 4 inches long and from the current years growth. Insert the cuttings in small pots or cell trays in a cold frame or propagator. Keep them moist but not over watered and make sure that those in cold frames are protected from any wind, which can cause them to desiccate.

The first early fruiting varieties of apples and pears will be ready towards the end of the month, they are best if picked before they are fully ripe as the best flavour is only retained for a short while.

Prune back Loganberries when all fruit has been picked and train out the new canes; they are often very long so make sure you have plenty of space.

.

Cut back fruited Raspberries after fruiting and tie in new shoots tying the tips over to encourage branching and more fruit.

Prune peaches and Nectarines once fruit picked, cut the fruited shoots back to a new side shoot.

Pick peas beans and courgettes regularly and ask a neighbour or friend to do this while you are away on holiday this way they will still be cropping on your return.

Continue with liquid feeding of containers and hanging baskets to keep them in tiptop condition.

Top up birdbaths and ponds when necessary. Birds need water at this time of year and ponds benefit from the oxygenation they receive when water is added by a hosepipe and spray.

Plants to enjoy in August include Hydrangea, Fuchsia, Hypericum and the spectacular Hibiscus. The blue flowers of Ceratostigma and Caryopteris, both sun loving shrubs, start to flower this month and bees love them. There are loads of perennials at this time of year with Scabiosa, Helenium, Crocosmia, Verbascum, Agapanthus and Verbena giving loads of colour and these are topped up with many bedding plants such as Petunia, Pelargoniums and the brilliant Dahlias with an amazing array of colours of flowers and foliage. If your garden looks a bit short of colour visit Perryhill Nurseries for some summer inspiration.
