February Gardening 2012
February can be the continuation of a hard winter or mild with periods of heavy rain interspersed with sunny spells. Temperatures can drop quite sharply at night giving quite heavy frosts but on sunny days, can reach 13 degrees or so, BEWARE! These warm days can lull you into believing spring has sprung but often, cold weather returns.

Cover outdoor strawberries with cloches or bring some inside to encourage an early crop.

Cut autumn fruiting raspberries to ground level.

Divide overcrowded rhubarb clumps and cover to start forcing an early crop.

Sterilise pots and trays for seed sowing or buy new ones.

Sow chillies and peppers under heated glass, they are slow to grow away so it is well worth starting them early.

Cover the soil where you want to plant peas or beans so as to warm up the soil. After planting recover the ground to maintain the soil temperature.

Plant shallots and garlic cloves but be aware that if we have any sharp frosts they may be lifted out of the ground and will need to be pushed back into the ground.

First early Potatoes should be chitted now and in the ground at the end of the month or early March but may need protection from heavy frosts.
Compost heaps can become rather compressed over winter and should be turned and reactivated by adding chicken manure.

Clumps of snowdrops can be lifted and divided after flowering.

Plant lilies and other summer flowering bulbs but start Dahlias off in pots but make sure they are protected to avoid any chance of damage by frosts.
If the weather is mild and dry you can start mowing lawns if not leave it until March. 

Trim back canes of autumn fruiting Raspberries as they fruit on this years growth.

Sow tomato, pepper, chilli and cucumber seeds in a heated glasshouse or propagator; remember they must be kept frost free. 

Late flowering Clematis flower on the shoots that will grow this season so if not trimmed back will end up like a birds nest with all the flowers at the top, be ruthless and cut back to good strong buds at about 30-60cm. When planting new clematis plants from this group make sure they are planted deeper than they were in their pots, this will encourage shoots from below ground level and lead to a bushier plant.

Prune back shrubs such as Buddleja, Spiraea and Tamarix as they flower on young shoots and it helps keep them compact.

Winter shrubs continue to offer scented and colourful flowers with Daphne mezereum, Chimonanthus and Hamamelis leading the way. Tassels are showing on the evergreen large shrub, Garrya elliptica and on the twisted stems of Corylus avellana ‘Contorta’ the twisted Hazel. 
Spring is coming!  

